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University of Saskatchewan 
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PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 


November 25th, 1918. 


Dear Falconer, 

Many thanks for your letter of November 
18th and also for the influenza antitoxin. 

We have been inoculated with vaccine 
against pneumonia. It has not always succeeded, although 
there is a general opinion that it has lessened the severe- 
ness of the attack and in some cases actually prevented 
the development of pneumonia. 

We plan to open next Monday after six 


faa) 


weeks of quarantine. ihe students who have been living 


in residence have, up to date, escaped trouble, but we 


expect some when they begin coming in after quarantine. 
It is a terrible disease, most treacherous, and its attack 
is so swift and deadly. 

Bmmanuel College, the theological school 
of the Anglican Church, was converted into a temporary 
hospital and was crammed from attic to cellar. The dearth 
of trained nurses was very great and volunteers were called 
for. A number of ladies offered their services, and among 
them were twelve University girls. These were arranged in 


shifts of six each ard put on for eight hours'duty. they 


held on for two weeks, and then when the epidemic began to 
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PRESIOENT'S OFFICE 


abate, they were released. Of the twelve, six took the Flu, 
but they are all recovering or recovered. Miss DeLury and 
Miss Crawford, Physical Instructor, and Mrs. MacDonald, 
Professor MacDonald's wife, also nursed. Miss DeLury was 
the only one of the three who escaped.the disease. She is 
now out of quarantine. 

Mrs. Murray took the girls to her house while 
they were nursing, and when they took the Flu she stayed 
there with a trained nurse and looked after them. Three 
boys also volunteered as orderlies, one a little German 
who had come out to this country about the time that war 
was declared. He took the Flu and recovered. Another 
ratherly elderly student went and was orderly for about 
two days when he developed Flu. Pneumonia set in and he 
died after avery short illness. One of the women who 
was assisting in the house took the Hiu, and she and her 
sister were being nursed at our house. The sister took 
pneumonia and died. 

the epidemic has been far more serious in 
the country than in thé town. ‘the people had a terror of 
it which caused them to neglect neighbours. In some cases 
whole families were down with it and had nobody to look 


after them. The mortality in places was fearful. The 
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northern portions of the province are still suffering serious 
ly, but the southern parts seem to have worked their way 
through the disease. 

I am glad that you are doing what you can for Mrs. 
Wesbrook. I believe Wesbrook had a very good insurance on 
his life, something about $70,000, but the Carnegie Institute 
might very well show their appreciation of his services at 
Minnesota abd above all in British Columbia, where he had 
a very heavy burden to bear. I had a letter from him not 
many days before he died. It was very cherry. “pparently 
he did not realize how very ill he was. 

I hope that Mrs. Falconer and the boys have es- 
caped the Flu and that you are not overdoing it. Apparently 
the disease waits around the corner until one is somewnat 
low in spirits and health and then it comes out and begins 
the attack. There does not seem to be any such thing as 
unlimited immunity. 

Sincerely yours, 
Sir Robert Falconer, 


; ks x Hh grea gemecaiey #// Ct 
President,University of Toronto, Lh JOLILA TIE 
Toronto, Ont. 
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rupted by the war. We could go to them on our own and put the 
question to them pretty strongly, with possibly good results. 

Very sorry that you will not be able to give the 
address at Convocation, but delighted at the prospect of having 
a visit from you and Mrs. Falconer.two or three days later. 
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University of Saskatchewan 
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PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 


4pril 19th, 1919. 


Dear Falconer, 

I am sending you a copy of a letter 
that I got toeday from Nicholson. 

Capponiis Vice-president, and should 
preside. MacKenzie may have to act as Secretary, if 
Nicholson cannot be present. It seems too bad that things 
have got so tangled up. 

I an writing to Tait and also to Osborne 
inviting them both to speak, and I am asking Tait to drop 


you a note, 


Sir Robert Falconer, 
The University, 


Toronto, Ont. 


h Copy. 


McGill University, Montreal. 
April 15, 1919. 


President Walter Murray, 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Sask. 


Dear Dr. Murray, 

I have heard from Sir Robert Falconer to the 
effect that so far as he knows the Royal Society will meet on 
May 20th and 21st, and that the Conference of Universities will be 
on Thursday the 22nd and the Departments of Education on Friday 
the 23rd. If that is so, of coufse I cannot attend as our Convoe- 
Cation is on the 22nd. It is just possible that we might be abbe 
to have the Convocation en a day earlier; iif so I can go up on 
the night of the 2ist, but I do not at present see any prospect 
of that. I shall have the agenda prepared, however, in so far 
as that is possible, and will send up dome copies of last Year's 
report. When I hear definitely as to the date, I shall also send 
out notices to the chairman of the several committees to meet on 
the afternoon of the day before and have their reports ready for 
the regular session. I shall also have a statement made out on 
behalf of Dr. Adams, showing the financial standing of the 
Conference, and shall send up such a list of delegates as I can. 


I should suppose that Professor Usborne 
could more appropriately address the representatives of the 
several Education Departments than the @onference of Universities, 
that is, if they would care to have him, because his shceme has 
more to do with training in shcools than in universities. How- 
ever, ifyou think it would be well to have him address the Con- 
ference, I am sure na invitation from you would be more effective 
than it would be from me. If he consents to do so, be good 
enough to let me know , so that I may put his name on the agenda. 
It would certainly be a good idea to Jave a representative of the 
Great War Veterans! Association also. Perhaps Dr .Tait would be 
as Suitable a man as any. Will you write to the Association or 
shall I2 Again, it might come better from you, and on hearing from 
you I shall be glad to have this included also among the items in 
the order of business. 


Yours very truly, 
(signed) J.A. Nicholson, 
Registrar. 


University of Saskatchewan 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
PRESIOENT'S OFFICE 


April 28th, 1919. 


Dear President Falconer, 

I am sending you a copy of a 
letter received to-day from Dr. Nicholson. 

What do you think of the wisdom of 
cancelling the Conference for the year? If you think it 
necessary, would you wire the members of the Executive, who 
are, I think, Cappon, Vice-President, MacKenzie,and Jones 
of New Brunswick, with Adams and myself. I have not a copy 


of the report by me to make sure. Would you either wire 


to them, or wire Nicholson to do so. I am sending a copy 


of Nicholson's letter to the three members mentioned. 


Sincerely yours, 


Sir Robert Falconer, 
The University, 


Toronto. 


Copy. 
McGill University, Montreal. 
April 22nd, 1919. 


Dr. Walter Murray, 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Sask. 


Dear Dr. Murray, 


I have heard from President Falconer ,who,when 
he wrote, did not know the exact dates on which the Royal Society 
were to meet, but supposed, however, that they would be meeting 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 20th and 2lst of May. This I find 
is quite correct, but the meetings of this Society are not 
finished up in two days. They will have some meetings also on 
Thursday, the 22nd, more particularly during the forenoon. In the 
afternoon things are pretty well cleared up. 


Now according to the decision of the last 
Conference, the Conference committees were to meet on the day 
vefore the general meeting, and if. the Universities 'Conference 
is held on Thursday, the 22nd of May, and the Royal Society is 
in full blast on the 21st, I should say that there would not be 
much likelihood of these committees getting together. The most 
suitable time for them would be on the afternoon of Thursday, 
the 22nd, wren the Xoyal Society meetings are practical-y over. 
Again, if the Yonference met on Thursday, there would be a cone- 
flict with the Royal Society meetings and that was not contem- 
plated. The right thing would be to have the committees meet on 
the afternoon of the 22nd and the Conference on the 23rd as usual. 


It seems, however, that this summoning of the 
Educational Departments is rather upsetting the whole programme 
and the Universities! Conference in a sense is being squeezed 
out, “hey wish bo have the Educational meeting on Friday, and 
so in order to suit, the Universities' Conference has to be 
placed on a day which is not absolutely free. 


I have a letter from a Professor of Laval 
University, Quebec, in which the following appears; 

"Quebec has nothing to propose at the next Conference, 
Moreover, as many others will probably be doing, we are 
beginning to ask ourselves seriously if it is advisable 
to continue these meetings, which have not had so far any 
practical results. We hope that the meeting this year 
will have a different purpose in view." 


By all appearances this year's meeting would 
be of less account than ewer. Perhaps, it might be advisable to 
call it off this year altogether, For one thing, there will be 
very few reports in. I don't suppose these will be one on a 
Matriculation, and possibly not on Legal Biucation, because I 
think there is not much likelihood of any progress being made in 
that direction for some time. Then as Dr. Adams is away, there 
will not likely be any report from the Committees on Engineering 
Education or on Graduate Work. Principal Harrison is also away 


and there is not @ikely to be a report on graduate work in 
Agriculture. In fact, so far as the Committees are concerned, 
I doubt if much progress has been made and nothing would suffer 
by a postponement. There are some new questions which ought to 
be considered, but perhaps they too could wait, at any rate for 
a littie time. If you cannot come on the date mentioned, why 
not get a meeting leter on, say, some time early in June. I do 
not think many of those who would attend the Conference also 
attend the Royal Society, at any rate from a distance, Perhans, 
if. you consulted the other members of She Executive, they would 
egree that a later date would suit just as well or insist on 
Friday, the 23rd of May,being selected. As Dean Cappon is 
Vice-President and would preside in your absence, he, at least, 
should be consulted. 


I shall wait to hear from you, therefore, before I send 
out notices as to the date of the meeting. 
Yours very truly, 
J.A. Nicholson, 


Registrar. 
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